


8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[Inationatty statewide [ Jlocaiiy

Applicable National Register Critaria IK]A DB C DD

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]8 [ ]Jc [Jo [Je [Jfr [a

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
TRANSPORTATION 1790s to 1940
COMMERCE
ARCHITECTURE
Cultural Afiliation
N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A Bishop, Fred A. - architect
Anderson, D. Wiley - architect
Cobbs, R. W. - builder See Contintation
Shee

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Blackstone Historic District, in southeastern Nottoway County,
Virginia, is being proposed for inclusion in the National Register of
Historic Places based on National Register criteria A and C. Because of
Blackstone’s early settlement as an eighteenth-century crossroads
community with one of its original taverns still standing (ca. 1790
Schwartz Tavern, individually listed in the National Register) and
because of. the community’s rapid development after the arrival of the
Southside Railroad in the 1850s, the district is significant under
Criterion A as a transportation and commercial center for the region.
Because Blackstone contains a late-eighteenth-century tavern, outstanding
examples of Victorian residential neighborhoods and commercial blocks,
and examples of early-twentieth-century domestic, c¢ivic, academic, and
ecclesiastical architecture, the district is significant under Criterion
C in reflecting American trends in architecture, especially in the late
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

When Nottoway was formed from Amelia County in 1788, the future site of
Blackstone was a simple crossrcads settlement. In 1790 John Schwartz
purchased from Jemima Williams a building near the intersections of
Jordan‘’s Road, Cryor’s Road, 01d Church Road,.,and Cocke’s Road, the stage
route from Petersburg to North Carolina. In May 1798, Schwartz was
issued a license to operate an ordinary, or tavern, at this site, one
block away from the tavern owned by Francis White. Because of the
similarity of Schwartz’s name to the German schwarz or black, the
settlement was soon known as Black’s and White’s., By 1800 the communitg
also included a doctor’s office, blacksmith’s shop, and icehouse.
Schwartz Tavern was enlarged twice by the 1840s:; licgnses for an ordinary
continued to be granted to tavern owners until 1872. Later used as a
private residence, the tavern is. now Blackstone’s leading restored
landmark and is individually listed in the Natlﬂ&&éaﬁ%&%? e 4 oot
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Many commercial buildings from the late nineteenth and early twentieth
centuries are situated along Main and Broad Streets. This area contains
a wide variety of commercial building styles. The Romanesgque Revival
style is articulated in the two-story buildings at 101 South Main and
116-118 South Main. Exaggerated semi-circular granite arches and lintels
create a formal expression of Richardsonian Romanesque design in the
First National Bank building, 100 South Main, designed by Ri¢hmond
architect D. Wiley Anderson. Victorian cast-metal fronts, many of them
recently restored, appear at 109 South Main, 110 South Main, 115-119
South Main, and 120 West Broad. The two-story brick facade at 123 South
Main features cast-metal storefront and cornice details in the Italianate
style, while the cast-stone facade at 215 South Main is composed of
rusticated block. The early-twentieth-century buildings at 114 South
Main, 218 South Main, and 108 West Broad exhibit Art Deco details. A ca.
1930 warehouse at 130 North Main was influenced by the Colonial Revival;
resembling a barn, the building features a large gambrel roof with a
stepped parapeted front.

The commercial district’s recent revitalization has included the
restoration of many of these buildings, the reproduction of the town’s
early electric street lamps, and the planting of ornamental pear trees
along the sidewalks. Some property owners have begun to restore their
buildings’ ornate illuminated metal canopies, suspended with chains
attached to the building facade by small cast lions’ heads. 1In addition,
many business owners have replaced later facade treatments with
approprlate canvas awnings and have amended their buildings’ colors and
signage to reflect each building’s character more accurately.

The commercial district was damaged by a half-block fire in 1902 and the
town’s commercial crossroads--Main and Broad streets--survived two other
major fires. The buildings on the north side of Broad Street were once
the home of Chapin’s livery stable. ©On 4 July 1928 a spectacular fire
originated at the stable and quickly spread to Main Street., Nineteen
establishments were destroyed as the result of the fire, and almost
immediately rebuilt. This row of buildings still stands on the east side
of the 100 block of North Main Street. Chapin’s was soon rebuilt on its
Broad Street site and continued operation until 1952. Almost forty years
later, Blackstone’s only three-story commercial building, at the
northwest corner of Main and Broad, burned in late 1964. A Colonial
Revival bank now occupies the site.

East of Main Street, the area bordered by Mann Street, North Harris
Street, High Street, and Dinwiddie Avenue comprises the town’s earliest
residential neighborhood. This area includes an impressive collection of
residences built by the merchants and businessmen who worked one block
away. An assortment of Queen Anne and Colonial Revival houses accents an
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area that also includes a ca. 1820 dwelling, vernacular Victorian
residences, and bungalows. The residences at 211 and 305 South High
Street were built around 1900 by the Dillard brothers, both 1local
merchants. The Thomas M. Dillard House (211 South High) is an unusually
small example of the Queen Anne style, but it shares many stylistic
elements with the much larger Richmond F. Dillard House (305 South High).
Both buildings feature corner turrets, classical columns, contrasting
surface treatments, and complex massing.

Oak Street is parallel to Main Street, one block east, and terminates at
Irvin Street. The residences along Oak Street continue the styles seen
on High Street. Unfortunately the Blackstone Public School Complex--a
1907 Roman Revival elementary school and a 1923 Art Deco high school--con
lower Oak Street was destroyed by arson in the 1970s.

The commercial district of upper South Main Street is linked to the
residential district of lower South Main Street by the block between
Irvin and Church streets. This block includes the town’s Federal Revival
post office, a Roman Revival Baptist church, a Gothic Revival Episcopal
church, the town library (housed in a rehabilitated Colonial Revival
dwelling), several businesses, and a municipal park. Situated south of
the library, Seay Park is the site of businessman Haney H. Seay’s
residence. In the 1960s the Seay home was used as the Blackstone Day
School, which later became part of Kenston Forest School. The house was
demolished in the early 1970s. Today Seay Park is used for outdoor
concerts, Jlectures, and community events throughout the year. The park
stretches from Main Street to Oak Street, and 1its festive gazebo has
become a symbol of the renewed interest in the town’s architectural
legacy.

The residences that 1line South Main Street from Church Street to Sixth
Street remain largely unaltered from their original appearance. The
majority of buildings are in the Queen Anne style, but Colonial Revival,
Bungalow, vernacular Victorian, and Gothic Revival residences are also
represented. The Queen Anne residence at 500 South Main Street retains
both its original exterior appearance and all of its original carved and
molded interior details. This residence was designed and built by local
builder J. E. McDaniel in 1903. The Bagley House (513 South Main) was
built in 1911 for Sudie Bagley, the widow of Isham Bagley and sister of
merchant Haney Seay. Although the complex roof 1line and variety of
porches 1link this house with the Queen Anne style, it is more closely
related to the Colonial Revival and to the Classical Revival,
particularly in the four massive Tuscan columns along its facade. Built
about twenty years earlier, the Upson House (512 South Main) stands
almost directly across the street from the Bagley House. The Upson House
is Blackstone’s most fully articulated Queen Anne residence; it
demonstrates the contrast between "pure" Queen Anne and the transitional
style of the Bagley House.
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The bulk of the community’s historic residential section is a sixteen-
block area bordered by South Main Street, Church Street, College Avenue,
and Sixth Street; however, the historic district continues on Brunswick
Avenue to Ninth Street because of the singular continuation of
contributing residences along that avenue. This entire area features
over 100 residences built before 1940. Many of these buildings were
constructed shortly after 1900 by the Blackstone Land and Improvement
Company, which continued the same grid system for the major residential
areas that was earlier established in the business district. The streets
were originally designated A, B, C, D, and E streets, crossed by First
through Ninth avenues, but in 1929 the street names were changed. A
Street became Academy Avenue, B Street became Lunenburg Avenue, C Street
became Brunswick Avenue, D Street became College Avenue, and E Street
became Amelia Avenue. Second through Ninth avenues became Second through
Ninth streets. First Avenue, however, became known as Church Street
because the Episcopal, Methodist, Presbyterian, and Christian churches
had all been built along this street.

The major avenues of this residential area are broad and 1lined with
trees, and the early residences are sited on large lots. Most residences
in this area were built in the Queen Anne style, but Bungalow, and
Colonial Revival styles are also represented. Church Street includes
churches, businesses, and several high-style residences. The town’s most
outstanding Colonial Revival residence (205 Church Street) features a
semi-circular portico with Corinthian columns. Originally built as a
residence, this building was for many years used as a hotel,
appropriately called the Colonial Trail. More recently it has been
rehabilitated as a restaurant.

The side streets of this residential area--Second, Third, Fourth, and
Fifth--include buildings representative of moderate-income residents.
The side streets are narrower than the avenues, and their 1lots are
smaller than those along the avenues. Although some large residences
appear on the side streets, the streets are dominated by small vernacular
buildings and by modest bungalows. Also in this section is the town’s
earliest extant tobacco warehouse and processing plant--the ca. 1900
Plantation Tobacco Company brick warehouse--at the corner of Second
Street and Lunenburg Avenue.

The historic district includes four architecturally distinctive churches.
Blackstone Baptist Church (403 South Main Street, 1907) 1is a Roman
Revival building with an Ionic portico. Sited on one of Blackstone’s few
hills, the church can be seen from many points throughout the community.
Crenshaw United Methodist Church (200 Church Street, 1903) is built in
the Romanesque Revival style. The interior of St. Luke’s Episcopal
Church (420 South Main Street, 1898, foundation raised by 1916) is an

t
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untouched example of Carpenter Gothic design, although its frame exterior
was later c¢lad in brick veneer. A more formal treatment of the Gothic
Revival is discerned in Blackstone Presbyterian church (301 cChurch
Street, 1901). Education wings have been added to all of these churches,
but in every case the churches’ sanctuaries remain essentially as
designed.

The scuthwest terminus of the historic district is the former Blackstone
College for Girls (designed by Petersburg architect Fred A. Bishop,
1922), now the Virginia Methodist Assembly Center. Situated at the
southwest corner of College Avenue and Fourth Street, the complex is an
excellent example of Collegiate Beaux Arts Classicism and was constructed
by local contractor R. W. Cobbs.

Around 1900 the local newspaper, the Blackstone Courier (now the Courier-
Record) noted each week the construction of new businesses and residences

during Blackstone’s turn-of-the-century building boom. In 1903 the
Courier stated, "A greater number of buildings are being erected here
than ever known before at any one time." Most residents still preferred

the Queen Anne style during this period, but Bungalow, Colonial Revival,
and American Foursquare styles were also introduced by 1920. R. W. Cobbs
demonstrated his construction versatility by building the Colonial
Revival residence with Tudor Revival arcade at 614 South Main Street, the
Colonial Revival residence at 906 Brunswick Avenue, and the Beaux—Arts
bank at 126 South Main Street. Seven of Cobbs’s houses still stand in or
near the historic district. At least fourteen buildings in the town’s
residential neighborhoods were built by Joseph Wesley Crowder, another
local contractor who constructed frame houses throughout Blackstone from
1893 until his death in 1911.

Because many of Blackstone’s residences were built by the Blackstone
Land and Improvement Company from one store of materials, the residences
share many features. Both low-style and high-style Queen Anne houses are
frequently capped by turrets, and they usually feature central hipped
roofs with several projecting gables punctuated with attic lights or
dormers. Buildings along College Avenue, Brunswick Avenue, Dinwiddie
Avenue, and South Main Street particularly share these features.
Although some residences were architect-designed, many more appear to
have been the work of capable contractors with a variety of building
materials at their disposal.

Despite some later construction, most of Blackstone’s more recent
residential development has occurred outside the historic district. The
added strains of a nearby military installation (Fort Pickett) and of
industrial development have also taken place outside the district. As a
result, the proposed Blackstone Historic District preserves and protects
the community’s earliest buildings and its first and still major
commercial areas and residential neighborhoods.
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BLACKSTONE HISTORIC DISTRICT INVENTORY
STREET ADDRESS RESOURCE

ACADEMY AVENUE

225 Academy Ave. 1940s brick vernacular house

227 Academy Ave. ca. 1900 Victorian frame I house
300 Academy Ave. 1960s brick Ranch-style house
301 Academy Ave. ca. 1930 vernacular frame house
309 Academy Ave. 1920s Bungalow-style frame house
310 Academy Ave. 1950s Colonial Revival brick house
312 Academy Ave. 1987 frame Ranch-style house

315 Academy Ave. 1920s Bungalow-style frame house
319 Academy Ave. 1920s Bungalow-style frame house
320 Academy Ave. ca. 1900 gabled ell frame house
323 Academy Ave. 1920s Bungalow-style frame house
401 Academy Ave. 1920s Bungalow-style frame house
403 Academy Ave. ca. 1940 gabled ell frame house

405 Academy Ave.
BAGLEY STREET
,1§1ﬁ8 Bagley St. 195608 Colonial Revival brick house

EAST BROAD STREET /( Lo HQ_L{,)

111 E. Broad St. 1960s modern brick commercial bldg.
114-118 E. Broad St. 1988 modern frame commercial bldg.

115 E. Broad St. ca. 1930 frame and perma-stone com-
mercial building (Winn Furniture Co.)
119 E. Broad St. ca. 1930 brick commercial building
(Trading Post)
120 E. Braod St. ca. 1940 brick commercial building

(Mercury Cleaners)

WEST BROAD STREET

.1 103 W. Broad st. ca. 1930 remodeled Colonial Revival
brick commercial building (State Farm
Insurance)
105 W. Broad St. ca. 1930 modified Art Deco brick com-
mercial building (Hardware Co. Mall)

STATUS

noncontributing
contributing
noncentributing
contributing
contributing
noncontributing
noncontributing
contributing
contributing
contributing
contributing
contributing
contributing
nonceontributing

noncontributing

noncontributing
noncontributing
contributing
contributing

contributing

noncontributing

contributing
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107-109 W. Broad Sst.
108 W. Broad St. C
111 W. Broad St. ol

112-116 W. Breoad St.

113 W. Broad St. ca.

SOUTH BROWN STREET
100 block, east side
200 block, east side

405 S. Brown St.
415 S. Brown St.

BRUNSWICK AVENUE

101 Brunswick Ave.
102 Brunswick Ave.
106 Brunswick Ave.
107 Brunswick Ave.
110 Brunswick Ave.
111 Brunswick Ave.
200 Brunswick Ave.
201 Brunswick Ave.
205 Brunswick Ave.

206 Brunswick Ave.

1930s commercial vernacular brick contributing
building
a. 1930 commercial vernacular brick contributing
former Coca-Cola bottling plant
a. 1900 commercial vernacular brick contributing
building
ca. 1930 commercial vernacular brick contributing
building
1900 commercial vernacular brick contributing
building
120 W. Broad St. 1901 brick with cast metal facade H.L. contributing
Jackson Building (now Epes Supply Co.)

121 W. Broad St. 1950 modern brick commercial bldg. noncontributing
ca. 1920 concrete block gable- contributing
roofed/stepped parapet warehouse
ca. 1300 frame and corrugated contributing
metal gable-roofed warehouse
ca. 1900 gabled ell frame house contributing
ca. 1900 gabled ell frame house contributing

1951 modern brick Blackstone noncontributing
Christian Church
ca. 1920 Bungalow~-style frame house contributing
ca. 1910 modified Queen Anne-style contributing
frame DeBerry House built by local
contractor Joseph W. Crowder
ca. 1900 modified Queen Anne-style contributing
frame house
ca. 1900 Queen Anne-style frame house contributing
ca. 1900 Victorian frame I house contributing
ca. 1900 Victorian frame I house contributing
1920s Bungalow-style brick house contributing
ca. 1900 modified Queen Anne-style contributing
frame house
ca. 1900 frame gabled ell house contributing
ca. 1920 Bungalow-style frame house contributing

209 Brunswick Ave.




























































